
What do I believe about the death 
penalty and why?

What does the scripture say about capital punishment?



The Death Penalty Before Moses
Genesis 9:5-6 KJV; “5 And surely your blood of your 
lives will I require; at the hand of every beast will I 
require it, and at the hand of man; at the hand of 
every man’s brother will I require the life of man. 6 
Whoso sheddeth man’s blood, by man shall his 
blood be shed: for in the image of God made he 
man.”
Is this teaching in any way muddled?
Notice the reason Why?
James 3:9; “With it we bless our Lord and Father, 
and with it we curse people, who have been made in 
the likeness of God…”
The Victim: The Judge: The Killer
Will this reason ever go away?



The Death Penalty Declared 
Again Through Moses

Before the giving of the Law. ”12 You shall set 
bounds for the people all around, saying, ‘Take heed 
to yourselves that you do not go up to the mountain 
or touch its base. Whoever touches the mountain 
shall surely be put to death. 13 Not a hand shall 
touch him, but he shall surely be stoned or shot with 
an arrow; whether man or beast, he shall not live.’ 
When the trumpet sounds long, they shall come 
near the mountain” (Exodus 19:12-13).
In the Law itself (in multiple places). “12 He who 
strikes a man so that he dies shall surely be put to 
death” (Exodus 21:12).



Carried Out By Prophets
“And Samuel said, As thy sword hath made women 
childless, so shall thy mother be childless among 
women. And Samuel hewed Agag in pieces before 
the LORD in Gilgal” (1 Samuel 15:33, KJV).
“And Elijah said unto them, Take the prophets of 
Baal; let not one of them escape. And they took 
them: and Elijah brought them down to the brook 
Kishon, and slew them there” (1 Kings 18:40, KJV).
Both Samuel and Elijah personally executed the 
death penalty that God instituted. God commanded 
and fully endorsed capital punishment in the Old 
Testament, over and over again.



Capital Punishment is Confirmed 
Again in the New Testament

Jesus speaks of capital punishment as appropriate 
justice for those who commit great crimes —
something we would not expect if He opposed the 
death penalty. Matthew 22:6-7; 
Paul says that he would willingly accept the death 
penalty if found guilty of a capital crime. Acts 25:10-
11; 
Paul says the government is to be a servant of God 
to bear the sword, “to execute wrath” against 
evildoers. Romans 13:4



Take Aways
Many in this country, Christians or otherwise, 
oppose the death penalty.
Some do so because of the words of Jesus in John 
8:7; “He who is without sin among you, let him throw 
a stone at her first.” 

Or because of the fear of abuses.
Or because ”it’s just revenge.”
So many do not fully understand the reasons for the 
death penalty, (including Christians) and so they 
look at the potential problems instead.
What do I believe about the death penalty and why?
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